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Basic information about the school 

  
Full name of School 

  
 Montessori British School Murcia     

Address  c/ Ermita Vieja, 26B 30006 Murcia 

Telephone number/s  +34868863416 +34629421588 

Fax number   

Website address  www.montessorischoolmurcia.com 

Key email address/s  info@montessorischoolmurcia.com 

Headteacher/Principal  John Porteous1 / Mercedes Gil2 

Chair of Board of 
Governors/Proprietor 

 Ricardo Frutos Gómez 

Age range  3-9 years 

Number of pupils 
Total  

9 

Boys  

4 

Girls  

5 

Pupil Numbers by Age 

0-2 years 

0 
3-5 years 

 7 
6-11 years 

2 
12-16 years 

0 
17-18 years 

0 
18+ years 

0 

  
Total Number of  
Part-Time Pupils 

  

               0 

 

The purpose of this inspection is to assess the provision for 0-12 for authorisation as 

offering a British education.   

The Montessori British School Murcia (MBSM) was founded in 2014.  It moved into its 

current premises in Puente Tocinos in Murcia, in September 2016.   

Due at least in part to recent upheaval amongst the school owners, there are now 9 pupils 

on roll.  There are taught as one Early Years and Foundation Stage (EYFS) class and one 

Primary class. 

Almost all the pupils are Spanish who live locally.   

   

  

                                                             
1 Until May 22nd 2018 
2 From May 23rd 2018  

http://www.montessorischoolmurcia.com/
mailto:info@montessorischoolmurcia.com
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1. Child protection, health and welfare  

Child protection, health and welfare are good.   

The designated safeguarding lead acts as champion of the school’s safeguarding policy 

and procedures.  She is effective in this role.  It is clear to staff and parents how to voice 

concerns and how different agencies would work together if there was an issue. 

There is a clear definition of child protection with appropriate policies and procedures 

which are understood by staff.  The headteacher has made presentations to staff to 

underline the policy.  The policy makes it clear what pupils, staff and volunteers should 

do if they feel uncomfortable or have concerns about mistreatment or abuse. 

The culture and values of MBSM support and encourage good practice.  This leads to 

enhanced child protection.  The school has recently started to use a single central 

register, further enhancing security.  On-line and virtual safety are not yet given sufficient 

emphasis in the written and taught curriculum. 

All members of staff have appropriate Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks or 

equivalent.  Staff have completed on-line training in child safeguarding.  Several members 

of staff are first-aid trained. The school has recently further developed its single central 

register. 

The building is secure, proving a safe environment for pupils.  The two points of access 

are controlled appropriately.  The outdoor space is well maintained.  The proprietor 

ensures that pupils are properly supervised through the appropriate deployment of 

school staff: arrangements for the supervision of pupils before the school day begins, 

throughout the school day and after school finishes, are thorough.   

Fire extinguishers are spread throughout the school and fire exits are marked clearly.  

Instructions and evacuation procedures are displayed in every room and in corridors.  Fire 

drills are now carried out regularly and a sensible point of congregation has been agreed, 

given the current small number of pupils on roll.   

School procedural safety is good.  There is an appropriate policy on health and safety, 

and supervision of break time, supervision of physical activity, procedures for taking 

students out of school, risk assessments, after-school club registers, appropriate clothing 

for students and staff, chemical storage, visitor IDs, and teacher absence are all managed 

well. 

There is good access to water and staff give due consideration to supporting pupils’ 

personal hygiene.  Emergency contacts are maintained and there is information available 

to staff on children of concern, as needed.  The arrangements for pastoral care are very 

good.  However, the use of overtly expressed individual target setting to support pupils' 

academic progress is underdeveloped. 
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2. Accommodation and facilities 

The school occupies an unusual and spacious building in a generously planted attractive 

garden.  Indeed, beautiful trees and a range of small animals give the school a special 

feeling.  All of the classrooms are on the ground floor and are of an appropriate size.  The 

accommodation consists of an attractive building on two floors with space for expansion 

on both floors.  Both the size and layout of the building and grounds are suitable for the 

numbers and age range proposed.  There is no evidence that the school does not meet 

the local authority requirements.  The president and the headteacher regularly review 

their regional community and municipality responsibilities. 

Classrooms are well furnished and have good natural light.  This creates an attractive 

learning environment.  The outdoor learning areas are well planned and there are many 

natural resources, such as areas for planting and growing vegetables.  Excellent use is 

made of the outdoor areas to provide pupils with a rich variety of experiences.  This 

encourages them to question, explore, touch and feel, developing their scientific, 

physical and language skills.   

The school is adequately resourced for the core subjects, with a good range of Montessori 

and other manipulatives for mathematics, science and English.  There is an appropriate 

scheme to support the teaching of reading throughout the school.  The school library is 

adequately stocked and although the amount of computing equipment is limited, there 

are convincing plans to develop both sets of resources further over the next few years.  

The Montessori equipment for EYFS and Primary is displayed appropriately and used in a 

manner which supports learning in the national curriculum. 

The outdoor areas are safe, exciting and provide stimulating spaces for learning and for  

recreation.  There is ample space available for further recreation and sports facilities as 

pupil numbers increase.   

In the classrooms and corridors, some pupils´ work is displayed.  There are some good 

displays of their activities and efforts, though there is room for even more.  This would 

be useful in celebrating pupils´ achievements as well as potentially providing another 

channel for information.   
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3. Curriculum  

The curriculum is broad and balanced.  There is an effective blend between the English 

National Curriculum and the ideas and activities of the Montessori Method.   

The spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils is good: it threads through 

all the learning opportunities provided.  They have been enhanced by the introduction of 

personal, social and health education this academic year. 

There are small numbers in each class, so every pupil’s needs are catered for and ample 

individual support is available, as required.  There is (understandably) at present no 

special educational needs (SEN) department within the school, but teachers can access 

specialist agencies who work with children identified with special needs, if needed.   

The balance of teaching time is sound: the range of subjects covered now includes 

computing, PE, music and art, as well as the core subjects of English, mathematics, 

science and Spanish.   

 

4. Staffing 

All members of staff have teaching qualifications, and most have significant experience 

of UK education.  Staff have had opportunities for staff development, mainly through on-

line courses.  The senior staff offer in-house training, including through staff meetings, 

which help to keep staff up-to-date and working in the same direction.   

In spite of recent difficulties, staff are positive and report that they enjoy their work.  

Support teachers and teaching assistants have a positive impact on pupils´ learning and 

help to manage routines, especially in EYFS.  The standard of spoken English amongst the 

team is improving.   

 

5. Quality of learning 

The quality of learning is good.  Relationships between staff and pupils are strong: the 

pupils enjoy being in school and love learning.  There were many examples of excited 

pupils seeking knowledge, from dipping ice cubes into melted chocolate to finally 

finishing complicated puzzles, the joy of learning was evident.  The small classes 

promoted individualised learning and personalisation of the curriculum. 

Parents were very positive about the provision, and those that attended a small birthday 

celebration, were happy to talk to the inspector. 
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6. Overall summary  

MBSM has many strengths: 
 

• It has made significant progress on the action plan published after the previous 
inspection visit on 19th May 2017; 

• In particular, the steps taken to improve the leadership, health and safety, and 
the curriculum are commendable; 

• There is a credible plan to improve further the provision of equipment for 
computing and the general supply of books and other reading material; 

• Despite recent upheaval and ongoing conflict away from the organisation, there 
is an air of positive development in the school. 

 
 

7. Next steps 

While not required by regulations, the school might wish to consider the following points 
for development.   
 

i. Further develop the programme for continuous development, to ensure 
all skills and knowledge are shared on a regular basis 
 

ii. Enhance the assessment system to ensure consistency across all classes 
 

iii. Continue the excellent progress being made on the action plan from the 
previous inspection 

 

8. Recommendation/s 

Authorisation be granted for one year, for children for Pre-school (0 years) to Year 6 (11 
years); next inspection to take place before June 2019. 
 
 

9. Evidence 

The inspection took place over one full day, with time before and after for preparation and writing.  

The inspector was Dr Mark Evans.  A range of formal and informal discussions with staff, parents 

and students took place, as well as a series of lesson observations and learning walks.  School 

documentation was read and analysed.   

 


